
Racheli is the director of development and education at OU Israel. She is a social 
entrepreneur and community manager of Ahuki and AhukiNation, a communal platform 
that promotes social responsibility, entrepreneurship, and community. She is a director of 
digital media and lectures on social media. Racheli is a former educational Shlicha to the 
Jewish community in Boston. She holds a B.A. and an M.A. in educational management 
and has a teaching certificate in Bible studies, all from Bar-Ilan University. She wrote her 
thesis on formative experiences in the lives of principals that shaped and changed their 
managing patterns. She is originally from Beit Shemesh, lives in Jerusalem, is married, 
and has two children. She is a smartphone photography enthusiast.

Elior is a journalist, an activist, and a social and business entreprenur. He serves as a 
member of the Kiryat Malachi City Council and is chairman of the opposition. 
He is a board member in the Darkenu movement and the owner of an independent 
business for digital social media management and marketing. As part of his public activities, 
he has been fighting for many years for distributional justice between Kiryat Malachy and 
its neighbor, the Beer Tuvia Regional Council. For ten years he’s also worked as a reporter, 
editor, and publisher of a local newspaper of Kiryat Malachy and the surrounding area. 
In the past, he managed the national telemarketing operations of the Israeli Labor Party. 
Elior is a graduate of the 120 Leadership Program and is currently studying for a B.A. in 
administration and public policy at The Sapir Academic College. He is an information 
reserve officer at the Home Front Command and lives in Kiryat Malachy.

Fadwa is an attorney who has her own independent law office. She is also a board member 
at the Misgav Economic Company, a founder and a member of the supervising committee 
of Clean, a nonprofit organization dealing with maintaining cleanliness in public spaces 
in Israel (education, information, and research). She also promotes a multicultural social-
touristic culinary venture in the Galilee, which will be a platform for collaboration among 
all Galilee residents. Fadwa also has a part in designing a series of tours that present stories 
of Arabic and Jewish women from the Galilee. Fadwa holds an L.B.B., a B.A. in psychology, 
and an M.P.A. in administration and public policy, all from Haifa University. She is married 
and has two children. She was born in the village of Deir-Hanna to a family of farmers, and 
she lives in Salama. Fadwa believes in the great potential of direct connection and meeting 
between people to create conscious change, understanding, and containment.
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Nizar is leading an initiative to promote an advanced pedagogy to develop twenty-first 
century capabilities in the education system. He is a lecturer on educational leadership in 
the Department of Education and Community Studies at the Kinneret Academic College and 
is a professor of leadership studies at the Israeli Leadership Program at The Yezreel Valley 
College. He is also on the board of directors of the Association for Joint Israeli Leadership, 
which operates a seminary for Arab and Jewish leadership, and is a member of the 
research team of the National Resilience Institute at Ariel University. 
He is a member in the development group of the Israeli Hope in Education program and at 
the aChord Center of Social Psychology for Social Change at The Hebrew University. Until 
2019, he was the principal of the Regional Arabic School in Mateh Yehuda and before that, 
he was the manager of a therapeutic institution in the city of Shfar'am. 
Nizar holds a B.A. in Middle Eastern studies and an M.A. in administration and national 
security, both from Haifa University, and he is a graduate of the Regional Leadership 
Program at the Mandel Leadership Institute. Nizar served in the IDF Human Resources 
Department, and was discharged with the rank of Lt. Col. He is Druze, married with 
three children and lives in Shfar'am.



Yael works at the Geological Institute of Israel, affiliated with the Ministry of Energy. She is 
in charge of the budget and work plans, manages the contracts unit, and leads workforce 
diversity in the Ministry. She was chosen to participate in the Leadership Club, a limited 
forum of excelling diversity directors from the civil service. In addition, Yael is involved 
in social initiatives, including the enhancement of employment of ultra-Orthodox Jews in 
civil service and volunteering as a leader of a community of ultra-Orthodox government 
employees. She also volunteers as a team leader in Paamonim, a nonprofit organization 
where she accompanies families who find themselves in financial difficulties and 
leads them toward recovery and financial responsibility. Yael holds a B.A. in business 
administration from the Ono Academic College, an M.A. in public administration and policy, 
with honors, from Bar-Ilan University, and a teaching diploma from the Beit Yaacov Seminar. 
She lives in Beit Shemesh.

Amira is the head of training and knowledge development at Al-Fanar, which operates the 
Ryian workforce development centers for Israeli Arab - a governmental program geared 
toward integration of Arab citzens of Israel into the workforce. In addition, Amira is a 
social activist involved in establishing a mixed Arab-Jewish local community in her town. 
In the past, she managed various educational and social programs and led Arab-Jewish 
and Israeli-Palestinan dialogue groups. She holds an M.A. in management of nonprofit 
organizations from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and is qualified at group facilitation. 
She is originally from Abu-Gosh, and now lives in the north of Israel, in Nof HaGalil (formerly 
Nazereth-Ilit). She is married with two children. Amira believes in connections between 
varied identities in order to create a common space for all the citizens of Israel.

Rivka Yafit leads communities, lectures, and is a group facilitator in the private sector and 
in Maof, mainly for women in business. Rivka is the manager of Haiskiot, the community 
for businesswomen for Maof in Jerusalem, Binyamin Region and Samaria Region, for the 
Agency of Small and Mid-Sized Enterprises at the Ministry of Economy and Industry. 
She is also a consultant and facilitator for entrepreneurs and community managers in 
establishing regional business communities in projects for municipal councils. 
Rivka participated in founding an urban training project in Rishon-LeZion and is an Intake 
coach. Throughout the years she has facilitated and consulted on communal social 
projects incorporating business tools, such as second-hand shops and centers for women. 
She has also coached women in the process of separation, divorce, and recovering from 
violent relationships, in personal and in group processes. Rivka holds a B.A. with honors 
in education from Tel-Hai College. She served in the IDF Nachal Brigade. She is a secular 
person who became religious, lives in Shiloh, and is married with four children. 

Udi is the founder and manager of a company that specializes in entrepreneurship and in 
developing social projects that integrate people with disabilities into the community. One 
project is a network of four Batei Midrash (places where the Torah is studied) for ultra-
Orthodox Jews coping with psychosocial difficulties. In addition, the company accompanies 
and integrates hundreds of people with psychosocial difficulties from the Arabic and Jewish 
communities into the employment market. Another new project is communal housing for 
individuals with autism and cognitive disablities, in cooperation with religious intentional 
communities (‘Garinim Toraniyim’) in the peripheries. In the past, Udi worked as a facilitator 
and a coordinator in Hevruta, a hostel for religious juvenile delinquents and in Retorno, an 
addiction rehabilitation center. He holds a B.A. in industrial management engineering from 
Ariel University and an M.A. in education from Bar-Ilan University. He lives in Jerusalem.

Giti is the co-founder and director of the Naomi Medical company and runs an 
event-production family business. Naomi Medical was established in collaboration with 
a wide spectrum of entreprenurs from diverse social and professional backgrounds and 
develops innovative technology that will treat infertility via high resolution ultrasound and 
electric waves. Previously, Giti worked in accounting at the Israel Electric Corporation. 
Giti is a graduate of The Mandel Foundation Leadership Institute program in Jerusalem and 
is a B.A. student in psychology and international relations at The Open University. 
She lives in Beit Shemesh, is a graduate of Beit Yaakov Institutions, and is an ultra-Orthodox 
Jew. She believes in integrating ultra-Orthodox Jews in the Israeli technological scene and 
in meeting and creating dynamics between different people, as part of the effort to become 
better, deeper, and more innovative human beings.
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Orna is the founder and manager of Netica in the Israeli Internet Association, where she 
promotes optimal use of the web such as promoting awareness, creating an ecosystem that 
will promote change, activating a hotline to support people hurt by the internet, 
and leading campaigns on these issues. As part of Netica activities, Orna established the Web 
Spaces community, where experts from many areas (education, mental health, parenting, 
and the web) exchange knowledge, create common language, promote connections and 
partnerships, and lead activities for the benefit of the public. In addition, Orna has been 
leading a joint venture for the National Insurance Children's Fund and the Internet Association 
on cyberbullying among youth at risk. The project includes 13 different programs, 
some aimed at local communities and some at various nonprofit organizations dedicated to 
the subject. She lives in Kfar-Saba.
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Tom is the CEO of Amram, a nonprofit organization whose goal is to lead the Israeli 
government to admit responsibility in the Yemenite, Mizrahi, and Balkan Children 
Affair. In addition, Tom is a blogger on the HaOketz website (in Hebrew and Arabic) 
and publishes articles in +972 and Middle East Eye websites (in English). In the past 
he was the spokesperson for Abraham Fund Initiatives and the manager of the 
communication department at Adalah Legal Center. Prior to that, he worked at the 
Center for the Defense of the Individual, Physicians for Human Rights, and Worker's 
Hotline. Tom holds a B.A. in film and television and an M.A. in political sciences, both 
from Tel Aviv University. He was a principal research associate at Harvard University 
during the 2019-2020 academic year. He lives in Tel Aviv.

ael is the vice president of resources development, marketing, and partnerships in 
Desert Stars, a nonprofit organization focusing on developing the next generation 
of Bedouin leadership. Prior to that, Yael worked in the informal education field 
and has taught about Israel at the The Jewish Agency for Israel, the Society for the 
Protection of Nature in Israel, Acharai nonprofit organization, and in the Husidman 
Science Center for Youth. She has an honorary B.A. in sociology and management 
and an M.A. in sociology, both from Ben-Gurion University. Yael is also a licensed 
Israeli tour guide. She is married and has four children. She was born and raised in 
Jerusalem (seventh generation) and moved with her family to Kibbutz Cramim in the 
Negev, because of her connection to the people and to the desert landscapes.

Yotam is the director of the Hubitus in the botanical garden in Jerusalem, a hub for 
Jerusalemite organizations and initiatives that promote environmental and social 
sustainability. It also operates communal programs on environment and urban 
agriculture in the botanical garden and throughout Jerusalem. Yotam is a co-
founder of two social enterprises in Beer-Sheva: Kolboynik, a collective equipment 
storeroom, and the Communal Carpentry. He also worked as a director of social 
business and resource development in the HaReshet program of Eretz-Ir, a nonprofit 
organization in Beer-Sheva, and he was a young JAFI Shaliach of Habonim Dror 
Youth Movement in Vancouver, Canada. Yotam holds a B.A. in social work and an 
M.B.A. in social leadership, both from Ben-Gurion University. Before his army service, 
he volunteered for a year in community service in Nitzana at the Negev. He served 
as a combat officer in the paratroopers brigade and as a mental health officer 
in reserves. Yotam was born and raised in Kibbutz Yagur, a fourth generation to a 
collective community, and now lives in Beit Zait.

Shmuel works for the benefit of senior citizens in Israel, on two paths of activism: 
he is the founder and partner of Kan Bishvilam, a nonprofit organization that 
operates to relieve the loneliness of elders and to enhance their safety of life and 
homes, and he is the founder of a volunteer project to benefit lone senior citizens 
in United Hatzalah Organization. Previously, Shmuel founded an ultra-Orthodox 
community relations program at MATI Jerusalem and managed the kindergartens 
of the Shuvu schools' network, where he was also responsible for informal 
educational activities. Shmuel has a certificate of higher Torah education from 
the Chief Rabbinate of Israel, and he is a certified organizational consultant and 
mediator. He is currently studying for his B.A. in education at Orot Israel College. 
He is married, has eight children, and lives in Modiin-Ilit. Shmuel believes that every 
person has something to give and that there is something to learn from each and 
every one. 

Erez is an experienced entrepreneur in the high-tech industry and is the co-
founder and chairman of Kol-Zchut. Kol-Zchut is a nonprofit organization that 
operates a website providing extensive information on the rights and entitlements 
Israeli citizens are eligible for and ways to receive them, free of charge. The site 
is used by 1.25 million people per month and is accessible in Hebrew, Arabic, and 
English. In addition, Erez is a senior advisor to the Israeli Innovation Authority and 
volunteers as a mentor in several social initiatives. Erez founded or was a senior 
board member in three innovative start-ups that operated mostly in the U.S. market; 
one of these companies had a successful IPO. Erez has a B.Sc. in mathematics 
and computer science with honors, an M.B.A., and an M.A. in philosophy with 
honors, all from Tel-Aviv University. He began his career as an academic officer at 
the Technological Unit of The Israeli Air Force, from which he was discharged as a 
major. He has two patents in the U.S. and has lectured on social entrepreneurship 
on TEDx. He lives with his family in Ramat-Gan. 
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Hanan is a supervisor in the Youth and Community Administration in the Ministry of 
Education, where she focuses on developing and strengthening the infrastructure 
for informal education in Arab society, in the northern region. Hanan has won an 
award for her work and was chosen to be the liaison between the Northern District 
and the Arab division at the Ministry. Prior to that she worked as a manager of a 
PISGA Center, which is a ministry professional development center for teachers. 
She led the center in accreditation by the international European Foundation 
of Quality and Management (EQFM). Hanan has a certificate in organizational 
counseling, a B.A. in education and sociology, and an M.A. in educational 
counseling, all from Haifa University. She is a graduate of the Principal Training 
Program at Oranim Academic College of Education and is certified to work as a 
mentor and assessor by the EFQM. Currently, she is writing scientific research about 
the effects of nonformal education at Bar-Ilan University. She lives in Carmiel and is 
married with three children.
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Yaakov Yosef is a researcher at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission of 
the Ministry of justice. He is also a lecturer at the Ono Academic College and the 
deputy chairman of the board of directors at the nonprofit Lishma organization for 
integrating and empowering the mentally ill. In the last decade, he was involved in 
promoting the rights of people with disabilities, especially psychosocial disabilities 
within the Jewish ultra-Orthodox community. He is one of the founders of Lev in 
the Community project, an enterprise that promotes the rights of people with 
disabilities in the ultra-Orthodox community and assists in directing it. 
He holds a B.A. in social sciences and humanities from The Open University and an 
M.A. in criminology from Haifa University. He lives in Jerusalem. 

Merav is a partnerships director and the manager of the Global School Twinning 
Network in the partnership unit of the Jewish Agency, where she leads a joint 
program with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs. 
Before that she worked in Elem, a nonprofit organization; the Ministry of Science; 
the Ministry of Construction and Housing, and the Knesset. Merav is a communal 
and social leader, with vast experience in collaboration and collective project 
management, developing and guiding plans and working with volunteer leadership, 
with the Jewish communities in the diaspora and government offices. 
She is a mediator and a mediation instructor. Merav holds a B.A. in political science 
and international relations from the Hebrew University and an M.A. in conflict 
resolution and negotiation from Bar-Ilan University. Merav is married, has three 
children, and lives in Modiin.
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Yarden is the outgoing director of innovation at the FoodTech national initiative of 
Erel Margalit. Prior to that, he founded and managed Project Ten, an international 
development organization, where he founded and operated eight centers in seven 
countries worldwide working in the fields of health, agriculture, and education.
 In the past, Yarden directed the Acharai Labagrut project, a national program 
for youth at risk. He has also facilitated joint activities for Palestinian and Jewish 
children. He holds a B.A. in behavioral sciences from Ben-Gurion University and an 
M.A. in clinical social work from The Haifa University. He also graduated from the 
managers program E.M.B.A. from the Hebrew University, focusing on venture capital. 
He lives in Jerusalem with his spouse, Yael, and their two children. 
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